Tom R. Chambers (First Semester)
Mid-term Test Outline (Writing)  This test will be given orally, and reinforced in written form, when needed.
I.  Textbook (Success In Advanced English Writing) (Chapters 1, 2 and 3).  The students will be asked two questions from Chapters 1, 2 and 3, and they will be required to answer in short, paragraph form.  For example:

Writing is a social act.  What does this mean?

What is good writing?

What are the various invention strategies to help you explore a topic to write about?

What are the key concepts about writing?

What does “Chinese-ish English” mean?

Etc.

(Each question worth 5 points.)

II.  The students will be asked to “free-write” (writing nonstop for a limited period) for five minutes to explore this level of freedom with writing.

(Worth 10 points.)

III.  The students will be asked to “brainstorm” a particular topic/idea.  For example:

Globalization

Information Technology

Westernization

Etc.

(Worth 10 points.)

IV.  Textbook (Success In Advanced English Writing) (Chapters 7, 8 and 9).  The students will be asked two questions from Chapters 7, 8 and 9 and they will be required to answer in short, paragraph form.  For example:
What are the key features of writing about events?

What is the main difference between writing about events and writing about people?

What does “idiomatic revision” mean?

What is the most important task in planning to write about someone?
What is profile writing?

Etc.

(Each question worth 5 points.)
V.  The students will be asked to write about an event (something significant that has happened to them in their past) (and based on their homework practice) for five minutes.

(Worth 10 points.)

VI.  The students will be asked to write about a person (someone significant in their past and/or now) (and based on their homework practice) for five minutes.

(Worth 10 points.)

VII.  Textbook (Success In Advanced English Writing) (Chapters 10, 11 and 12).  The students will be asked two questions from Chapters 10, 11 and 12, and they will be required to answer in short, paragraph form.  For example:

What does “writing to inform” mean?

What are the key features of informative writing?

What does “writing to explain how” mean?

What are the key features of explanatory (how to) writing?

What does “writing to explain what” mean?        

What are the key features of explanatory (what) writing?

What are the differences between informative, explanatory (how to) and explanatory (what) writing?

(Each question worth 5 points.)

VIII.  The students will be asked to inform me (give me factual information) in short, paragraph form about a particular event and/or process.  For example:
China’s National Day holiday.

The process of entering a university in China.

Freshmen military training on campus.

The public education system in China.

Traditional Chinese Culture.

Etc.

(Worth 10 points.)

IX.  Based on useful dictation questions utilized periodically in the classroom and as a part of their homework practice, the students will be asked to “ask themselves” (as if they are talking to themselves) one of the questions, and expand on their answers in short, paragraph form.  For example:
How’s your social life?

You’re in one of your moods again, aren’t you?

What makes you so certain?

What’s gotten into you?

Can you believe it?

Etc.

(Worth 10 points.)
X.  Based on useful expressions discussed periodically on the board in the classroom and as a part of their homework practice, the students will be asked to define a particular expression, then use it in short, paragraph form.  For example:
What does “go ballistic” mean?  Use it in a short paragraph.

What does “bad scene” mean?  Use it in a short paragraph.
What does “all bent out of shape” mean?  Use it in a short paragraph.

What does “come in handy” mean?  Use it in a short paragraph.

Etc.

(Worth 10 points.)
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